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Thie area from Tenshui (114-28, 22-47) te Huiyang (114-26, 23-05) and Laolungesu 
(115-20, 24-30) is under the control of the Communists. Practically the whole 
population in the area is pro-Cozmunist, 


TSENG Sheng ("§ 4% ) and WANG Teo-yao (#. tf #1), former leaders of the 
Swongtung Commeieat East River Colum who ee vapatriated to Shantung Province 
by Executive Headquarters Field Team Number Eight, have returned te Kwangtung 
and are; again in command of the East River Communists, now called Chi Q Tvan 

: A (G)> trenslated the "Hunger Regiment", 


\fhe Coumuniets control all. boats aalling between Halyang and Laclungssu, charging 
passengers CHC $10,000 between the two clties. High officials sent by the National 
Gevermment to take care of the area all prefer to leave the area "for good". — 
Source stated that he was afraid even to step out of his headquartere at Rulyeng. 
Because of fear of the Communists, he had not reported te his superiors two cases 
of Comannist. blackmailing ef merchants. He believed that 1t would take at least 
five years for the Government to "clean up the area", 


25X1A6a Note: According to a Chinese-American who was with the 


Bast River Column for two years before joining the American Army, it} would be 
extremely difficult for the National Government to control this area. Tt has 
always been independent in spirit and has not been under Government control 
for many years hecause of the operation of the East River Colum (or Guerrillas) 
in this area, The Ghiness of this area are clennish, regarding government 
offieials and garrisone as “Wortherners" and strangers, of whom the natives 
ave wary. This source atated that the appearance of a stranger in the area 
was immediately noted and the news spread around te surrounding villages. 
Because of the topography of the region the people have lived in comparative 
isolation, not moving ont even during the war, becoming Instead, a Communist 
pocket between the Japanese and the Nationalists. During the war little 
political training or prepagands was used by the East River Column. Source, 
however, did often hear the slogan, "This lend is the land of the people", 
When source was again in the area in March 19146, he found the Comaunists much 
better equipped (with Japanese arms) and better organized. ‘They had also 
acquired several good racice with which they were able to maintain contact 
with Yonan.) | 
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